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—Yrom its beginnings in Preston County,
FWest Virginia, to where it enters the
Monongahela River near McKeesport,
Pennsylvania, the Youghiogheny River goes
against the grain. The Yough. for short, is
a 134-mile river that travels in a primarily
northern direction. In fact, Youghiogheny
is an Algonquin word meaning “a stream

Expert guide Doug Matthews kept Ralph in the

boat and on _the fish.

flowing in a contrary direction.” But there’s

nothing contrary about the fishery that the

Yough has become over the years. When
it comes to trout and smallmouth bass, it’s
arguably the best in the state.

Recently I had the opportunity to
fish the Yough, which is best known for its
trout population, some of.which grow -to

Trip Notes

utfitter: Wilderness Voyageurs.
4141,

Food and Ledging: Stonehouse
Restaurant -and Inn, stonehouseinn.
com, 724-329-8876. Excellent food
and Victorian décor rooms located in
Farmington, PA.

‘Tackle: 9-foot, 6-weight fly rod will

and tippet depending on water levels and

wilderness-voyageurs.com, 800-272-

handle almost all situations. 3x-3x leaders

conditions. Best technique is to fish a|

single or double drop nymph rig under a
big, attractor-style dry fly. ;

Fly Shop: Wilderness Voyageurs has
all the flies and fishing gear and advice
you’ll need at their store in Ohiopyle.

~ For the Family: Plenty of biking
and walking trails dvailable with parking
near the river in Ohiopyle. Wildemess
Voyageurs also offers rafting trips and
other adventures. !

Information: Contact the
Laurel Highlands Visitors Bureau,
laurelhighlands.org, 724-238-5661.
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substantial size. The river did not disappoint.
Although conditions were less than ideal —
hot and sunny with low water levels—we
moved a number of trout, including several
big ones.

I'was fishing with Wilderness Voyageurs
based in Ohiopyle (wildemess-voyageurs.
com), who teamed me up with exﬁert guide

Doug Matthews. The Yough is a tricky river

to navigate, with numerous currents and large
boulders, but Doug made it look easy, and
made the float smooth and comfortable. Only
once did I almost tumble into the drink and it
was my own dang fault. I'd had no trouble at
all maintaining my. balance against the lean

bar all day, so when Doug warned me to brace .

myself for some upcoming whitewater, I got
a little cocky and didn’t pay much mind. One
sudden shift in the current sent me tumbling
until my nose (and camera) ended up over the
edge of the boat and so close to the water I
could smell it.

I learned my lesson after that. When the

~ guide says hold on, by gosh, you hold on.

The Yough has had its share of troubles
over the years. Throughout its history, the
river has gone from a pristine to polluted
to recovering waterway. The Mountain
Watershed Association was formed in 1994
to fight (and eventually defeat) a proposed
deep mine in the Indian Creek Watershed, a
sub-basin of the Youghiogheny River.

More recently, Marcellus Shale has
put the Yough at risk. Fracking, the process
used to fracture the shale bedrock around
the well bore in order to access the natural
gas, requires 3 to 7 million gallons of water
per well each time the process is performed.
Each well can be “fracked” multiple times
and well pads typically support at least three
wells. Do the math. That’s a heck of a lot of
water, and it has to come from somewhere.

Perhaps the greater -threat, though; is
the construction of well pads, which require
at least three acres but typieally consist of

20 to 25 acres. Many of these well pads are

cropping up in heavily forested areas, which
means land must be cleared and access roads
built. The Nature Conservancy predicts that
over 70% of Pennsylvania’s remaining brook
trout watersheds will likely see Marcellus gas
development—some estimate 60,000 shale
gas wells by the year 2030. This could have a
major impact on the cold headwater streams




that feed bigger waters such as the Yough.

In an interview with  Grace
Communication Foundation (gracelinks.
org), Krissy Kasserman of the Youghiogheny
Riverkeeper perhaps summed it up best
when she said: “This part of Pennsylvania
has long provided natural resources for
the nation and the world, starting with the
Industrial Revolution and continuing through
today. We clean up the damage from the
past even as impacts from new development
occur. We have a very real conflict between
industrialization—which could negatively
impact our natural environment—and the
tourism- and recreation-based economy that
thrives here.”

Fortunately, we’re more aware of the
effects of humankind on ecosystems now
than we were in the past. One success story-
in-progress is the Casselman River, which
empties into the Yough near Confluence.
Reduction of acid mine drainage over the
past 20 years has led to increased alkalinity
in Section 02 of the Yough, and the result
has been a much improved fishery from there
downstream. :

Consider these numbers from the
Executive Summary for Youghiogheny River
Fisheries Management Plan 2015:

2012 samples of smallmouth bass from
Section 02, 03, and 04 all contained a viable
quality component whereas samples done in
1989 and 1994 did not.

The Upper Allegheny - River, often
considered one of best fisheries in the
state, contains a quality smallmouth bass
population with the average catch of bass
(12 inches) at 6/hr. The 2012 and 2014
Youghiogheny River combined Sections 02-
06 was about twice that at 12.06/hr.

In 2012, two to four times more rainbow
trout were surveyed as compared to 1994. In
2012, the average length of a rainbow was
15 inches. In 1994, the average was only 9.4
inches. :

In 2012, the average length of brown
trout captured was 16.1 inches. In 1994, the
average was 12.3 inches.

There are 27 miles of coldwater,
fingerling trout management and stocking,
from Section 02 to 05. Coldwater releases
from the Youghiogheny River Lake dam have

created a year-round fishery that is steadily .

improving with each passing season.

During my float trip on the Yough, I
encountered numerous big trout, including
one brown of monstrous proportions. We got
into fish almost immediately after launch and
stayed on them clear to pullout. In between,
we encountered a mix of riffles, runs and
slow moving pools, all of which held trout. I
certainly caught my share of fish. The biggest

was a robust 17-inch rainbow that inhaled °

a grasshopper pattern placed perfectly in a
calm piece of pocket water behind a boulder

as we were shooting through some rapids.

- Prior to that, though, I missed a 20-inch
brown and a 20-inch rainbow on back to-back
casts. The only thing I can figure is that; due
to the low water and bright sun, they spotted
us at the last minute and changed their

This chunky 17-inch rainbow.repr&sents the fine trout in the Yough.

minds. Despite the conditions, T still caught
quite a few fish, which only proves that even
a bad day fishing the Yough is better than
fishing almost anywhere else. It’s now our
responsibility to protect the resource and
make sure it stays that way. e

Coyotes, fox, bobcat,. squirrels and
cottontails are worthy quarry for the
winter months. For those that sort of lean
toward a cozier setting for their free hours, it

is certainly a good time of the year to prepare

for the spring fishing seasons.

Pull out your rods, reels and other fishing
equipment. Now’s the time to repair guides
that need new wrappings or totally replaced.
Go over every reel et

Route 220 - Duncansville
, 814-695-5450

. Fax:814-695-1874

of these ducts processed by
professional sausage makers,
WE PROCESS DEER MEET FROM THE START OF ARCHERY)
SEASON UNTIL APRIL-‘15TI:)[IIAXDAY). LARGE BATCHES OF
50# OR MORE OF ONE PRODUCT, WILL BE ACCEPTED AFTER

APRIL 15TH. CALL FOR DETAILS.

(All Prices Finished Weight)
Bologna $3.00 Ib. - Hot Jalapeno
Cheese Bologna $3.50 b, » Cheese
Bologna $3.50 [b. » Pepperoni $3.50
Ib. « Kolbassi $3.00 (b. - Wieners
$3.00 Ib. + Jalapeno Cheese
Wieners $3.50 Ib. - Deer Hams
$14.00 ea. - Formed Jerky $10.00
Ib. + Jalapeno Cheese Snack Stix
$4.50 Ib. - Skinless Snack Stick
(Pepperoni or Pepper) $4.00 Ib.
* Fresh Sausage g ot, Sweet or
Country) — Loose $2.20 Ib., Stuffed $2.50 Ib,
On most products there will be a )Proximateny
25% weight gain. On wieners, weight will double.

Enjoy the wonderful flavor of these
products long after hunting season ends.

to remove all grit.

Fil}isl'm by oiiing and : ‘ Mon-—’i‘hur}:&g%

Eleaning s eean and & Bk Fri. 8-8, Sat. 8-4

other moving parts. o 5 ; :

Replace any line that B : info@fisherscountrystore.com

is questionable or too g1 (814) 623-2667 sTore

skimpy for the spool. S (814) 624-2466 rax

Buy new lures, NTRY STORE

and replace tackle : 111 Hoagland Road
FIs Lunch Meats » Cheese » Bulk Foods Bedford, PA 15522

The new season will : ;

find you ready to hit :

the water. * WWW.FISHERSCOURTRYSTORE.COM
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